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U. S. DEPARHvENT OF UBOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION ; ' . ,• 

-"'-'-.':' yy- •' ' Ifeshington '/' '•"-"":-

• 40-CENT MINIMUM RECOIC^^DED FOR MITTED AND LIEN'S WOVEN 
. UNDERWEAR AND COMI..1ERCIAL KIHTTING INDUSTRY 

A committee for knitted and men's woven underwear and commercial loiitting 

indn,=!try by a ma,-jority vote recommended a 40-cent minimum vrage in a report filed 

today with General Philip B, Fleridng, Administrator of the Wage and Hour Division, 

U. S, Department of labor, A public hearing on the recom;iiendation will be held, in 

Washington, July 9. If approved by the Admdnistrator the 40-cent minimum will in­

crease the wages of approximately 15,000 of an estimated 68,000 workers in the 

industry. ., . ...> , 

The Comrrdttee also suggested in its report to the Admirdstrator that he con­

sider a more liberal application of the learner regulations for the industry. The 

Comiiiittee is of the opinion that favorable consideration is warranted for allowing 

an increase from 5 percent to 10 percent in the proportion of learners working at 

less than the minimum iii any one plant. 

The manufacture of men's and boys' woven underwear is now.carr-ied on under 

a 32-I/2 cent ndnimum wage which went into effect July I5, 1940, as a section of 

the apparel vrage order. The knitted underi;i/ear and commercial.knitting industry 

has been operating under a 33-1/2 cent minimura wage, effective May 6, 1940, 

The "knitted and men's woven underwear and commercial Icnitting industry" is 

defined as:., » ,~' • ' . 

"'a. The mfinufacturing, dyeing or other finishing of any knitted fabric made 
from any yarn or ridxture of yams, except: 

• "1, The knitting from any y a m or mixture of yarns and the further 
manufacturing, dyeing or other finishing of knitted garments, knitted 
garment sections or knitted garment accessories for use as external 
apparel or covering which are partially or completely .r.Tanuf actured 
in the same establishiaent as that vfhere the knitting process is per­
formed; provided that this exception shall not be construed to apply S 

' to the garments or garment accessories designated in clause (b) of 
this definition. .,:,,„., . : . 

"2, Fulled suiting, coatings, topcoatings, or overcoatings con­
taining more than 25 percent, by weight, of vrool or animal fiber other 
than s i l k , (8482) . 
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"b . The maniifacturing, dyeing or o t h e r f in i sh in .g , from any yarn or mix ture 
of y a r n s , or from purchased k r d t t e d f a b i d c , of any of the fo l lovdng p r o d u c t s : 

" 1 . Kni t ted garments or garment ,a,.cceosorie3 f o r use as undervjear, 
s l e ep ing wear, or n e g l i g e e s . 

"2 . F l eece - l i ned g.arments made iroiu k n i t t e d f a b r i c c o n t a i n i n g co t ton 
only or coritainirig anj'" mixture of co t ton and no t mere thr.n 25 pe rcen t by 
weight , of wool or ardnial f i b e r o the r than s i l k . 

" 3 . Kni t ted s h i r t s of c o t t o n o r any s y n t h e t i c f i b e r or any mixture of 
such f i b e r s which liave been l a d t on machiriery of 10-cu t cr f i n e r i n the same 
es tab l i shment a s t h a t vdieru t h e k n i t t i n g p rocess i s performed. 

"4. Knitt . jd tov-els or c l o t h s . 

"c . The manufactur ing of merds and boys ' underwear from .any woven f a b r i c . " 

A publ.ic hea r ing v d l l be held before the Ada.-indstrator a t v;hich t ime a l l 

i n t e r e s t e d persons v d l l be give-n .TTI oppor tun i ty to appear for or ag^iirist the 

reccmi-aendod 40-cent minimum, . ' 
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S t . Pau l , Minr.. 

Mary Barne t t Gi lson 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s 

Dr. Wil l iam Haber 
Ann Arbor, d i c h . 
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